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Congressional atomic ex-
perts predicted yesterday that
the Soviet Union will have a
nuclear-powered airplane fly
ing within a year and score
another big propaganda vie-
tory over the United States.

Chairman Melvin Price (D-
111) of the subcommittee on
research of the Congressional
goint Committee on Atomic

nergy made the forecast
%fter_oﬂiéials of ithe étoznw

nergy Commission, Centra
ntelligence Agency and Pen-
~¥AEOR gave his group a secret
riefing on what is known of
ussian progress in this field.
. He and other members said
they doubted that the Soviets
already have an atomic plane
flying, as reported last month
by the magazine Aviation
eek, ’ )

“There is no real ?roof that
such a plane actually is fly-
Ing,” said Price. “And they
certainly would announce such
a feat if they had accom-
plished it. For the scientific
prestige to be gained by the
nation that first flies a nu-
clear-powered airplane will be
great.”

Statements Supported

The Illinois Representative’s
statement that the Soviets
probably are not yet in the
air with such a plane backed
up earlier statements by Presi-
dent Eisenhower and others
in  the Administration that
there is no real evidence of
its existence. But Price ex

ressed strong belief that the

ussians are well advanced
on a high-priority and well
inanced A-plane program and
brobably will fly it this year.
v At the same time, he was
harply critical of United
Etates esorts in the field. Not-
ing that this Government has
hot even set target dates for
ground and flight tests. Price
'$aid that at the present rate

 of progress, it will be four or

\
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five years before the Pentagon
project reaches the flying
stage. : .
' It seems probable that esti-
mates that the Soviets are
lose to flying an atomie plane
@re based largely on Moscow
pronouncements, and indica-
fions from Russian publica-
ions that they have been hard
t work on the project for
several years. Twice in recent
. months there have been Rus-
sian declarations that they will
iy an atomic-powered “eivil-
an transport plane” in 1959.
Such boasts usually have been
carried out. A

i Believed Subsonie Craft

{ Price said he believed the
ilane the Russians are close

o flying is a subsoni¢ aircraft
f a type that Pentagon ex-
erts say this country might
$well have flying now if a de-
‘tision had been made to_go
\ iahead with such a project. But

Soviet A-Plane!
- By’60 Forec
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for some years now, top Gov-
ernment policy has been not
to actually build a nuclear
plane until it is possible to
turn out a fast, effective mili-
tary aireraft.

Critics of this policy call it
“penny-pinching”. While ad-
mitting that development of a
subsonic plane would be cost-
ly, they contend it would be|-
a long . step toward a later,
militarily-capable warplane
and save money in the long
run. They also stress the cold-
war psychological impact of
the Russians’ gaining -another
such “first.”

Definite military require-
ments have been laid down. by
both the Air Force and Navy
for developing a subsonic nu-
clear plane, without waiting
tor a supersonic A-bomber.
Formal establishment of such
& requirement is a prerequisite
to seeking funds for develop-
ment of any weapon.

The Air Force feels that an
airplane that could fly almost
indefinitely without refueling
would be useful as an early
warning radar craft or for
launehing missiles from points
outside the range of enemy
fighters and defensive missiles.
Theé Navy would like a similar
plane for patrol work.

Backed by Evidence

Price’s forecast that the
Rusfian A-plane under devel-
opment probably will be sub-
sonie initially, is partially born
out by other evidence. Air
Force sources report that
lengthy aerodynamic studies
have been made of drawings
and possibly photographs of
a Russian airplane of unusual
design that has been seen fly-
ing two or three times,

The configuration is very
like the drawings of a pur-
ported Russian atomic plane
published in the Dec. 1 issue
of Aviation Week and reprint-
ed in this and many other
newspapers the same day.

But the Air Force studies
have come to the ‘conclusion
that such an aircraft—if atom-
ic powered—almost certainly
would have to be a flying test
vehicle for a subsonic plane—
not a supersonic,bomber as
reported. The Air Force ex-
perts also suggest that it might
be a “chemical homber” such;
ds the B-70 under development
in this country, capable of
spurts of supersonic. speed.

The estimate that it might
be an éxperimental version of
an atomic subsonic plane
squares with the Russians’|
New Year’s declaration that
they would fly a “civilian
transport” this year. For the
Soviets like to bill all of their
scientific achievements as
“civilian” and “peaceful”
even though not many pas-
sengers would desire to fly in

the first versions of an atomic
airplane. hd
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